Recently released letters shed light on the Nobel prize nominations for the discovery of the DNA double helix 60 years ago.
On 31 December 1961, Francis Crick sent Jacques Monod, at Monod's request, a nine-page account of the discovery of the structure of DNA (see D. T. Zallen Nature 425, 15; 2003 737-738; 738-740 and 740-741; 1953) . It is easy to forget that, in April 1953, the few scientists who had even heard of DNA mostly dismissed it as unimportant.
My father wrote to Watson and Crick at the time: "There is no good grousing -I think it's a very exciting notion and who the hell got it isn't what matters. " I doubt that anyone connected with that letter would have believed how much "grousing" about 'winners' and 'losers' the next 60 years would bring.
The structure of the DNA double helix emerged from the twin strands of the University of Cambridge's conceptual model and King's College London's experimental rigour. Both contributions were vital to its precision and validation.
The four different figures in the 'race for DNA' shared a common concern about the effect of science, including their own, on humankind. None could have expected that their work would have such an impact. Let's hope the end result of this "very exciting notion", 60 years young, is that we'll all be the winners. George Wilkins London, UK. georgewilkins1@hotmail.co.uk 
